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On Monday, 09/24/2018 at approximately 0753 hours I responded to 1550 Palm Beach
Lakes Blvd (Home Depot) in reference to a retail theft.

Upon arrival I met with Home Depot Loss Prevention)employee Travis Brannen. Brannen
advised that a white male, who he described as wearing a camouflage hat, a white shirt
with an orange design on the front, dark colored/shorts and white shoes, entered the
store shortly above the above listed time. Brannen advised he observed the male select a
Husky folding knrife ($7.97) off the shelfl and place it into his shorts pocket. Brannen
advised the male then walked past all points of sale without attempting to pay for the
concealed item through the garden (west) exit. Brannen advised he stopped the male,
identified himself as loss prevention, /however the male refused to give the item back
and left the property.

I then responded to 1760 Palm Beach'Lakes Blvd (Target) in reference to a retail
theft/aggravated assault at approximately 0851 hours. I met with Loss Prevention
employee Aaron Weinberg, who adviged that a male, who he described exactly as the male
Brannen did, entered the store and proceeded to take four My Charge Portable Chargers
{($14.99 each) from the electronics department shelf. Weinberg advised the male then
walked past all points of 'sale and attempted to exit the bottom east exit doors, at
which time Weinberg approached and stopped the male after identifying himaelf as loss
prevention. Weinberg advised the male gave back two of the My Charge Portable Chargers
back, however when Weinberg asked for the additional items back the male pulled out the
pocket knife\that he had taken from Home Depot earlier in the day. Weinberg stated the
male pointed . the knife at him and stated, "I have a knife man". Weinberg advised that
due to being in fear for his life he backed away and allowed the male to leave the
property with the two items of merchandise.

At approximately 0919 hours Ofc Cole made contact with a male matching the
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OBTS Number PROBABLE CAUSE AFFIDAVIT 1 Avest 3 Roquest for Warant
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¢| HOWELL, CHRISTOPHER HOWELL, CHRIS J W[ M| 04/09/1969
description as the male above at 1751 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd. A show-up was conducted
with Weinberg, who positively identified the male as the individual who took items from
Target and threatened him with the knife. A show-up was then conducted with Brannen, who
also positively identified the male as the individual who took the Husky folding knife
from Home Depot.
The male was later identified as Christopher Howell (W/M 04/09/69) by Ofc Cole.
Howell had in his possession a black/wood Husky folding knife, which Brannen positively
identified as the knife Howell had stolen, as well as the two stolen dtems from Target
(all items placed into evidence). Both incidents at Home Depot and_Targét were captured
on their video surveillance cameras (copies were made).
Due to the above mentioned, I find probable cause for the arrést of Chriitopher

: Howell for 2 counts of Petit Retail Theft, FSS 812.015(1D), and one count of Aggravated

o|Assault with a Deadly Weapon, PSS 784.021,
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Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office — Arrests Only

X Florida State Statute Description Page Number(s)
O 119.071(2)(d) Surveillance techniques, procedures and personnel; inventory of law enforcement resources, policies or plans
i pertaining to mobilization deployment or tactical operations.
g O 943.053, 943.0525 NCIC/FCIC/FBI and in-state FDLE/DOC.
2
(-9
3 119.071(4){c) Undercover personnel.
x
w
g O 119.071(2)(f) Confidential informants (Cls).
O 119.071(2)(e) Confession.
P O 985.04(1) Juvenile offender records.
L
‘éi m] 118.071(h)(i) Assets of a crime victim.
X 395.3025(7){a)
w . g " . .
p a 456.057(7){a) Medical information.
c
L O 394.4615(7) Mental health information.
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a O 118.072(8)(d)(2)(a) Home address, t'elephone, Social Security number, date of birth, or photos of active/former LE personnel,
spouses, and children.
pd (i} 119.0714({1)(i)-(j), Sacial Security, bank account, charge, debit, and credit card nimbers. 2
(2)(a)-(e)
[} (viii) 394.4615(7) Clinical records under the Baker Act.
E 0 (xii) 741.30(3)(b) The victim’s address in a domestic violence actionon petitioner’s request.
]
2 (xiii) 119.071(2)(h), . . o S
é ‘ O 119.0714(1 Protected information regarding victims of.childiabuse apsexual offenses.
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Date: 9/24/2018
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Created 2/5/2016 | Updated 3/5/2018






