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STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
 Plaintiff, 

 
vs. 
 
Edgecomb, Theodore Malcolm 
2918 North Dousman Street, Upper 
Milwaukee, WI 53212 
DOB: 01/12/1990 
 
                                       Defendant(s).

  

 

DA Case No.: 2020ML024538 

Court Case No.:  

 
 
 

AMENDED 
CRIMINAL COMPLAINT  

 
THE BELOW NAMED COMPLAINANT BEING DULY SWORN, ON INFORMATION AND BELIEF 
STATES THAT: 
 
Count 1: FIRST DEGREE RECKLESS HOMICIDE, USE OF A DANGEROUS WEAPON 
 
The above-named defendant on or about Tuesday, September 22, 2020, in the City of Milwaukee, 
Milwaukee County, Wisconsin, did recklessly cause the death of Jason Cleereman, another human 
being, under circumstances which showed utter disregard for human life, contrary to sec. 940.02(1), 
939.50(3)(b), 939.63(1)(b) Wis. Stats. 
 
Upon conviction for this offense, a Class B Felony, the defendant may be sentenced to a term of 
imprisonment not to exceed sixty (60) years.  
 
And further, invoking the provisions of sec. 939.63(1)(b) Wis. Stats., because the defendant committed 
this offense while using a dangerous weapon, the maximum term of imprisonment for the felony may 
be increased by not more than 5 years. 
 
Count 2: BAIL JUMPING (FELONY) 
 
The above-named defendant on or about Tuesday, September 22, 2020, in the City of Milwaukee, 
Milwaukee County, Wisconsin, having been charged with a felony and released from custody under 
Chapter 969 of the Wisconsin Statutes, did intentionally fail to comply with the terms of his bond, 
contrary to sec. 946.49(1)(b), 939.50(3)(h) Wis. Stats. 
 
Upon conviction for this offense, a Class H Felony, the defendant may be fined not more than Ten 
Thousand Dollars ($10,000), or imprisoned not more than six (6) years, or both.  
 
Count 3: BAIL JUMPING (MISDEMEANOR) 
 
The above-named defendant on or about Tuesday, September 22, 2020, in the City of Milwaukee, 
Milwaukee County, Wisconsin, having been charged with a misdemeanor and released from custody 
under Chapter 969 of the Wisconsin Statutes, did intentionally fail to comply with the terms of his bond, 
contrary to sec. 946.49(1)(a), 939.51(3)(a) Wis. Stats. 
 
Upon conviction for this offense, a Class A Misdemeanor, the defendant may be fined not more than 
Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000), or imprisoned not more than nine (9) months, or both.  
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Probable Cause: 
Complainant is a City of Milwaukee Police Officer and bases this complaint upon his review of reports 
and involvement in this investigation. Those reports and that investigation revealed the following: 
 

First Responders and Scene Investigation 
 

On September 22, 2020, City of Milwaukee Police Officers were dispatched to the area of 1750 N. 
Holton Street, City and County of Milwaukee, State of Wisconsin for a shooting. Upon arrival, Officers 
located the victim Jason Cleereman lying face down at the top of the staircase that leads down to 
Water Street. The victim had an apparent gunshot wound above his left eyebrow. The victim died of 
his injuries. 
 
When conducting the scene investigation, Detective Alex Klabunde observed a single fired 9mm 
cartridge casing just northwest of the victim’s body. 
 
Detective Klabunde also observed the victim’s vehicle, parked on the east side of Holton Street, that 
had been driven by the victim’s wife, witness EC. Detective Klabunde observed that the front 
passenger window of the vehicle was rolled almost completely down and that there was blood on top 
of this window. 

Autopsy 
 

Complaint is further based upon the statement of Dr. Jacob Smith, an Assistant Medical Examiner of 
the Milwaukee County Medical Examiner’s Office who is licensed to practice medicine in the State of 
Wisconsin and is trained and experienced in the field of forensic pathology. Dr. Smith performed an 
autopsy on Jason Cleereman and determined that he had suffered a single gunshot wound to his left 
eyebrow, with the bullet recovered from the back of the head. 
 

Dr. Smith also observed blunt force injuries to the victim’s face, including but not limited to a 
blackened right eye, a laceration above the right eyebrow, as well as abrasions to the left side of his 
face, left arm, and top of his left hand. 
 
Dr. Smith determined that the cause of death was gunshot wound of the head and the manner of 
death was homicide. 
 

Statement of EC 
 
Complaint is further based upon the statement of EC, the wife of the victim, who stated that on the 
above date, at the above place, she was driving her husband in their car westbound on Brady Street, 
City and County of Milwaukee, State of Wisconsin. EC stated that both her driver’s side window and 
the victim’s passenger side window were down. 
 

EC stated that while driving, she observed a male suspect riding a bicycle eastbound in the 
westbound lane. EC stated that she had to swerve to miss the bicyclist and that the victim stated 
“what the heck!” 
 

EC stated that whey the stopped at the light at Humboldt and Brady, the bicyclist suspect pulled 
alongside them on the passenger side, leaned into the front passenger window and asked the victim, 
“are you talking to me?” EC stated that the victim said “yes” and the suspect then punched the victim 
causing the victim to bleed. The suspect then continued westbound on Brady. 
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EC stated that she then drove westbound and that the victim observed the suspect turn northbound at 
the intersection of Holton and Brady. EC stated that the victim told her turn northbound on Holton and 
then got out of the car at the intersection. 
 

EC stated that the victim approached the suspect, who still had his bicycle. EC stated that she saw 
the suspect had a firearm and that she yelled to the victim about the firearm but that he did not hear 
her. EC stated that she saw the suspect shoot her husband, the victim. EC stated that the suspect 
looked at her, as though he was contemplating shooting her. 
 
EC stated that the suspect then went down the stairs from the Holton bridge down to Water Street. 
EC stated that he still had his bicycle. 
 

Security Video 
 
Complainant is aware that City of Milwaukee police officers and Detectives recovered security video 
from many different locations. 
 

A MPD pole camera capture northbound on Holton and Brady and showed the suspect riding his 
bicycle on westbound on Brady street and then North on Holton towards the stairs on the bridge 
leading down to Water Street. The video shows the victim’s vehicle pull up and the victim exits his 
vehicle and approaches the suspect. As the victim reaches out, the victim suddenly falls to the 
ground. The pole camera footage then shows the suspect carry his bicycle down the stairs. 
 
Complainant is aware that a series of different security cameras captures fairly close images of both 
suspect as well as the bicycle he was riding. 
 

Video frames of the suspect and his bicycle were shown to City of Milwaukee Police Officer Patrick 
Tivnan, the primary bicycle mechanic for the MPD Bicycle Unit who is certified bicycle technician by 
the United Bicycle Institute in Ashland Oregon and has previously worked as bicycle mechanic for 
four years prior to becoming a police officer.  Officer Tivnan observed video stills of the suspect 
bicycle and recognized it as GMC Denali, due to its unique grip shifter, drop handlebars, saddle, as 
well as similar graphics on the top tube and downtube. 
 
Additionally, stills of the suspect were shown to both RM, the mother of his children and KG, his 
cousin, both of whom who identified the suspect shown in the video stills as the above mentioned 
Defendant. 
 
The Defendant is captured on video carrying his bicycle down to Water Street and then heads 
eastbound on Water Street where security video at the corner of Water and Humboldt shows the 
Defendant on his bicycle and appear to pull his shirt over a bulge in his waistband, consistent with a 
firearm. 
 
The video then shows the Defendant continue eastbound on Water Street consistent with heading the 
direction of the entry to the Beerline Trail at Ceasar Park on N. Warren Avenue. The Defendant is 
then seen by security cameras that capture parts of the bike trial heading northbound on the trail on 
the westside of the river, passing north of North Avenue and eventually exiting the bike trial on Locust 
Street. The Defendant can then be seen heading westbound on Locust Street consistent with going to 
a residence on Dousman Street. This whole trip took approximately 12 minutes after the Defendant 
fled the homicide scene. 
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Later, the Defendant can be seen walking eastbound on Locust Street, consistent with having stored 
his Denali bicycle at a residence. 
 

Search Warrant at the Defendant’s Residence 
 

Complaint is further based upon the statement of Detective Michael Tanem, who states that on 
September 28, 2020 he and other officers executed a search warrant at the Defendant’s residence at 
2916 N. Dousman, City and County of Milwaukee, State of Wisconsin. This residence is consistent 
with where the Defendant can be seen going to on video after leaving the bike trail 12 minutes after 
the homicide. 
 

During the search, Detective Tanem located a black and green GMC Denali bicycle in the 
basement of the residence. This appeared consistent with the bicycle the Defendant had at the time 
of the shooting as depicted in the video footage described above. 
 
Additionally, he located numerous identifiers and letters in the name of the Defendant, as well as a 
black in color Ruger SR9 9mm handgun magazine loaded with 10 brass 9mm unfired cartridges. He 
also recovered a second unloaded 9mm Ruger magazine. 
 
Complainant is aware that witness TB, the landlord for the residence identified the Defendant as the 
owner of the GMC Denali in the basement and identified the Defendant and his bicycle in the video 
stills of from the security camera footage described above which captured the shooting suspect and 
his bicycle. TB also recognized the clothing worn by the suspect as being consistent with clothing he 
knows the Defendant to wear. 
 

Open Cases 
 
Complaint is also based on computer records which show that the Defendant was charged on March 
4, 2020 in Waukesha County Case 20 CM 458 with six different misdemeanors including but not 
limited Carrying a Concealed Weapon in violation of Wis. Stat. Sec. 941.23 (2). On March 4, 2020 he 
was released on posted $250 cash bail with a condition of bail that he commit no new crimes and that 
he not possess any firearms. 
 

Complaint is also based on computer records which show that the Defendant was charged on 
December 15, 2019 in Milwaukee County Case 19 CF 5517 with three different crimes including but 
not limited to the felon offense of Substantial Battery in violation of Wis. Stat. Sec. 940.19 (2). On 
March 7, 2020 he was released on a $1,500 PR bond with a condition of bail that he commit no new 
crimes and that he not possess any firearms. 
 
Said conditions of both bails were in effect as of the time of this offense. 
 
 
 

****End of Complaint**** 
 

Electronic Filing Notice: 
This case was electronically filed with the Milwaukee County Clerk of Circuit Court office. The electronic filing system is 
designed to allow for fast, reliable exchange of documents in court cases. Parties who register as electronic parties can file, 
receive and view documents online through the court electronic filing website. A document filed electronically has the same 
legal effect as a document filed by traditional means. You may also register as an electronic party by following the instructions 
found at http://efiling.wicourts.gov/ and may withdraw as an electronic party at any time. There is a $ 20.00 fee to register as 
an electronic party. If you are not represented by an attorney and would like to register an electronic party, you will need to 

http://efiling.wicourts.gov/
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contact the Clerk of Circuit Court office at 414-278-4120. Unless you register as an electronic party, you will be served with 
traditional paper documents by other parties and by the court. You must file and serve traditional paper documents. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subscribed and sworn to before me on 10/03/20 

Electronically Signed By:  

Grant I. Huebner 

Assistant District Attorney 

State Bar #: 1036890 

Electronically Signed By:  

James F Hutchinson  

Complainant 

 
 


